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From Fr. Mark’s Desk:

Fourth Sunday of Advent: “When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and
took his wife into his home.”

We don’t speak of St. Joseph often, mostly because little is said of him. Yet, this weekend gives a tremen-
dous insight into his willingness to listen to the voice of God. He is of firm resolve that he will leave Mary, but
after the visit from the angel, Joseph changes his mind. He remains with Mary and ultimately remains with
God. Below is a writing by Fr. Ryan Brady from our bulletin a few years ago. | liked it, so | thought | would
share it with you. | hope you have a happy and blessed Christmas.

Fr. Mark Walter

“There was a time when Joseph felt blessed to tell his family and friends that the most beautiful, love-
ly, sensible, and virtuous young woman in Nazareth was going to become his wife! Joseph, full of love,
would walk with his betrothed through the streets, his neighbors staring at them in awe; Mary and Joseph,
radiant and brimming with joy. And now, Poor Joseph! We hear, in today’s Gospel, news that must have
brought agony to his heart. He loved so much! And his beloved, Mary, that wonderful woman who accept-
ed his hand in marriage had such distressing news!

Imagine the pain in Joseph’s heart at the news that Mary was expecting — and it was not his son! So
much of this journey was a mystery for Joseph. Initially, God hadn’t told him that the son of Mary was to
be His son! God consoled Joseph through the visit of an angel. Joseph was virtuous and accepted the mes-
sage of God’s angel- and he lived devoutly for this child born of the virgin. Joseph was created for Mary-
and for Jesus.

In time this child in the womb of his betrothed, would call him ‘dad’ and hold his hand. Jesus would cry
on Joseph’s shoulder, kiss his face, and hug his neck. Jesus would live with Joseph, sing with him, work
with him, laugh with him, play with him, pray with him!

Joseph was distressed, yet he loved and trusted in God. In time, Joseph would receive the reward of
that trust in God. The Son of God would call him ‘dad’. Joseph was loved by God. Joseph should be loved
by us too.

As we prepare for Christmas, may we welcome Jesus into our hearts and home with the same trust as
Joseph. Inspired by Joseph, may we too hold the hand of Jesus. May we let Jesus cry on our shoulder, kiss
our face, hug our neck! And may we cry on His shoulder, kiss His face, and throw our arms around His
neck! May we — like Joseph — live with Jesus, sing with Him, work with Him, laugh with Him, play with
Him, and pray with Him!

At Christmas, the world longs to peer into the lives of the Holy Family of Nazareth — Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph. As beautiful as that glimpse may seem, the greater gift at Christmas is that the Holy Family longs
to peer into our family and become one with us. This Christmas, and throughout our lives, may we open
our homes and hearts to Jesus, Mary and Joseph.




Mass Schedule for December 20—28, 2025
At STL:  Saturday 4:00PM; Sunday 7:30AM, 10:30AM;

M - F 6:00AM Comm. Service, 7:30AM Mass
At OLOR: Sunday 9:00AM; Monday 8:30AM Mass;

Wednesday & Friday 8:30AM Communion Service

Saturday, December 20, 2025 Vigil Mass
4:00PM  Anne Marie and Donna Perreault, Sal Horamo,
Ray & Gloria Adamonis, James ‘Ralph’ McNally
Sunday, December 21, 2025 Fourth Sunday of
Advent
James T. McGreal
Julius Ivancsits, Teddy McManigal, Mike Green,
Michael & Marion Maher
10:30AM Tom McGovern, Therese Veldman, Robert Dunne,
Elizabeth Mooney
Monday, December 22, 2025 Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Walter Janus, Dr. James McNicholas,
Michael Hickey, Miguel J. Casillas
8:30AM  Angela Delgadillo, Maurilla Saldivar,
Amalia Olmos
Tuesday, December 23, 2025 St. John of Kanty,
Priest
7:30AM  Bill McDonald, Tony Errico, Adelaide Powers,
Sister Claire Marie Czerwiec & Family
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve
3:00PM  People of the Parish (STL)
5:00PM  People of the Parish (STL)
5:00PM  People of the Parish (Our Lady of the Holy Land)
Thursday, December 25, 2025 The Nativity of the
Lord
9:00AM  People of the Parish (OLOR)
10:30AM People of the Parish (STL)

7:30AM
9:00AM

12 Noon People of the Parish (STL)

12 Noon People of the Parish (Our Lady of the Holy Land)

Friday, December 26, 2025 St. Stephen, the First
Martyr

7:30AM  NO MASS (STL)

8:30AM  Communion Service

Saturday, December 27, 2025 Vigil Mass

4:00PM  Eugene Shipanik, John Ready, Jean Petrasek,
Anne Marie Walsh

Sunday, December 28, 2025 The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph

7:30AM  Norman B. Reno, Marguerite Higgins

9:00AM  Mike Witt, Sr., Brad Grove, Ed Drake,
Bobby Synal

10:30AM John Kelly, Thomas Moran, Henry Brown Miller,
Maria Refugio Hernandez

We pray for members of our parish family
who are homebound, or in hospitals, nursing
homes, rehab centers and hospice. We also
pray for their caregivers. This list will be fre-
quently revised. We remember especially:

A

Linda Rumppe, Dan Phelan, Marita Peffley,
Catherine Hoffman, Sheila Creghin, Catherine Ralson

Our Lord extends His love to you in the
peace and joy of the new year. He always
waits for you at Adoration.

Jesus, Light of the World Adoration Chapel
Monday - Friday 8AM - 4PM at St. Linus
Friday, SPM - 7PM at Our Lady of the Ridge Church

The chapel will be CLOSED on December 24th thru
December 26th. It will also be CLOSED on
December 31st thru January 2nd.

PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO 7:30AM Mass at
STL on December 26th. Also, NO Confessions on
Saturday, December 27th and January 3rd.

DECEMBER
For Christians in areas of conflict: Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especial-
ly in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, rec-
onciliation, and hope. ©Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network

Save the Date
St. Linus School

Friday, January 23, 2026

The St. Vincent de Paul Society
LOVE IN OUR WORK

Food Pantry - 708-289-0406
Financial Assistance - 708-289-4180

Today we celebrate the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Today and throughout the
new year, may we take care of our suf-
fering brothers and sisters, bringing
hope, not fear.

RECTORY OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
CLOSED ~ Wednesday, December 24th thru
Friday, December 26th
Monday, December 29th and
Tuesday, December 30th at 9:00AM
CLOSED ~ Wednesday, December 31st thru
Friday, January 2nd
Monday, January 5th at 9:00AM

OPEN ~

OPEN ~

BORN INTO ETERNAL LIFE )

Ken Stack
Ellen Power
Thomas Rush




Christmas Season Mass Schedule 2025
No confessions Sat. Dec. 20, 27, Jan. 3

St. Linus Church
Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Masses ~ 3pm & Spm
Christmas Day Thursday, December 25, 2025
Masses ~ 10:30am & 12 noon
New Year’s Eve Wednesday, December 31, 2025

Christmas Eve

Mass ~ 4pm
New Year’s Day Thursday, January 1, 2026
Mass ~ 9am

TOTAL PARISH COLLECTION
Sunday, December 7, 2025

Envelopes/Loose: $16,112.00

E-Giving: $_2,142.00
Total: $18,254.00

Thank you for your continued financial support.

Our Lady of the Ridge Church
Christmas Day Thursday, December 25, 2025
Mass ~ 9am

THANK YOU!

My sincere thanks to the St. Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence and all parishioners who donated items to send
to our soldiers overseas. One of the soldiers said,
“Care boxes bring so much joy to everyone here.” 1
thank you very much for all your kindness, prayers,
and making a difference in the lives of our soldiers.
Gratefully yours,

Mrs. Jacky Connelly ~ Mrs.JSoldiers@gmail.com.

Our Lady of the Holy Land @ OLOR

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Mass ~ Spm

Christmas Day Thursday, December 25, 2025
Mass ~ 12 noon

New Year’s Eve Wednesday, December 31, 2025

Christmas Eve

Mass of Thanksgiving ~ 4pm
New Year’s Day Thursday, January 1, 2026
Mass ~ Spm Mother of God

Knights of Columbus Free Throw

Boys and girls, ages 9-14, are invited to have fun
and demonstrate their free throw shooting skills.
Championship on Sunday, January 4th in Brother
Rice High School’s Main Gym. Registration begins
at 10:00AM. No entry fee. This local competition is
sponsored by Father Perez Knights =
of Columbus Council #1444 fr0m§
Mount Greenwood. Contact John
Mikrut at john.mikrut@jicloud.com

for more information.

Neighborhood News...

Solemn Vespers: Monastery of the Holy Cross,
3111 S. Aberdeen St., Chicago; Wednesday, De-
cember 31st, 5:15 p.m.; chicagomonk.org.

St. Rita of Cascia Novena: Shrine Chapel, 7740
S. Western Ave., Chicago; Thursday, January 1st;
Mass at 7PM, Confessions at 6PM; Ample parking.
Open Positions: Business manager, & RN (BSN);
Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland; Call
Kelly Conmey at 773-794-1313.

Now Hiring!: Dining Room Aide, Mt. Assisi Cam-
pus; Contact Sr. Cindy at 630-291-9233; Nursing
students, Care givers, CNAs; St. Joseph’s Convent;
Contact Dr. Krestina at 708-912-7510.

JESUS

is the Reason
for the Season

Prayer for Christmas

Dear Lord,

You came to us in humility and silence,
setting aside your majesty so that we might
approach with wonder.

Allow us to grow ever closer to you

this Christmas, and always.

Amen. ©LPi
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Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.

GROWING
I ThE g
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We Have Passed Our Goal!!

Thank you to the over 220 families have pledged so far out of the 2,000 families in our parish. It is only
through the generosity of all of us that we can fruly be successful. If you have not made your pledge, there
is still time, and we welcome you to join us!

Thank you to our dedicated team of volunteers helping to make the campaign a success! With out every
family joining is this historic and crucial effort we could have never accomplished passing our $1,500,000

goall

Families are pledging an average monthly gift of $100; can Reaching this milestone allows us to move
you join them in supporting the parish? forward with confidence and clarity. With
By making a pledge over five years, you're making a vital the updated goal split, our parish will now

receive 80% of all funds raised, while 20%
will support the wider ministries across the
archdiocese. This renewed structure

strengthens both our local mission and the
- Allows us to plan responsibly and begin important work now  mission we share with our broader Church

commitment to the future of our pansh. With a pledge paid
monthly at your desired giving level for & years, your gift:

- Becomes manageable and meaningful

- Signals that you believe in the mission and future of Qur family.
Lady of the Ridge-5t. Linus Parish
......................................................................................... e AENERATION
TO GENERATION:

ANSWERTHECALL ...




Cardinal Blase Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago

PARISH DIRECTORY

Church: Our Lady of the Ridge

10836 S. Oxford Ave. Chicago Ridge, IL 60415
708-422-2400

Saint Linus

10300 S. Lawler Avenue, Oak Lawn, IL 60453

708-422-2400

Parish Website: www.stlinusoaklawn.org

Parish Email: =~ www.stlinusol@comcast.net

Bulletin Email: www.olorstlbulletin@gmail.com

St. Linus School: 10400 S. Lawler, Oak Lawn, IL 60453
............................................................................. 708-425-1656
www.stlinusschool.org

Office of Faith Formation:

10300 S. Lawler, Oak Lawn, IL 60453
............................................................... 708-422-2400 ext. 139
Faith Formation Center: (FFC)

10859 S. Ridgeland Ave. Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

www.stlinusoaklawn.org/ReligiousEducation

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 9:00AM—4:00PM
Friday: 9:00AM—3:00PM
Weekend: CLOSED

PARISH STAFF:

PASTOR: Rev. Mark Walter
CHAPLAIN: Rev. Wissam Mansour
Our Lady of the Holy Land Community

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.: Margaret Hayes

SCHOOL SECRETARY: Linda Delisi

RE ADMINISTRATOR: Nora Hunt
PERMANENT DEACON: Edwin Hill
PERMANENT DEACON: John Orzechowski
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Peg Mooney

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS: Joseph Dillon
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Peggy Masino
MAINTENANCE OFFICE: Bob Powers
MAINTENANCE OFFICE: Kevin Mulrenin
MAINTENANCE OFFICE: Frank McGuire

Most Reverend Robert M. Fedek
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: (at St. Linus): Saturday, 4:00 PM;
Sunday, 7:30 AM and 10:30 AM

(at Our Lady of the Ridge): Sunday, 9:00 AM
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 6:00 AM Communion Service (STL)
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 7:30 AM Mass (STL)

MONDAY: 8:30 AM Mass (OLOR)

WED. & FRI.: 8:30 AM Communion Service (OLOR)
HOLY DAYS: See the bulletin for Mass schedule.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: (Confession)
Saturday 12:00 to 1:00 PM in Saint Linus Church or by ap-
pointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Monday-Friday, 8 AM to 4 PM in Jesus, Light of the World
Adoration Chapel at St. Linus (enter from parking lot)

Friday evening from 5-7 PM in Our Lady of the Ridge Church

MARIAN DEVOTIONS: The Rosary
Each weekday after the 7:30 AM Mass at STL.
Each M-W-F at 7:45 AM before services at OLOR.

BAPTISM: Sunday

Our Lady of the Ridge after 9:00 AM Mass;

St. Linus at 1:30 PM;

One-hour Baptismal preparation class required for first
child only.

MARRIAGE:
Please contact Fr. Mark to arrange the date and time of your
marriage celebration at least four months prior to the date.

SPRED: (SPecial REligious Development)
Ministry to developmentally disabled children and adults.
Tuesday evening from 6:30-8:00 PM at OLOR in the FFC.

SEEKING WISDOM PRAYER GROUP:
Reading a book and discussing it via ZOOM.

AA MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP:

Saturday morning at 10:00 AM in the FFC at OLOR
Sunday evening at 7:00 PM in the Cardiff Center at STL.
NA GROUP:

Monday evening at 7:00 PM in the FFC at OLOR.

NEW PARISHIONERS:
New parishioners are welcome to register at the rectory as soon
as possible.
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« Baths « Kitchens ¢

JOHN’S PAINTING & REMODELING

Basements  Drywall/Plaster Repair

« Interior/Exterior Painting * General Handyman Work
 Wallpaper Removal * Experienced Painters Wanted

Fully Licensed & Insured
John Lonosky

Parishioner Discount
708-268-5666
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THE MECHANICS

Certified Auto & Truck Repair |
5534 W. 110th St., Oak Lawn |

— 423-4045 —

 provide individualized
eral services designed to
e needs of each family

Affordable Prices

ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT =%

OUR COM V| er
NEWSLE

Ed the Plumbher

Ed the Carpenter

708.652.14944
Best Work - Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

We will guide you through the aspects of the funeral

service with compassmn dlgnltyr and respect ;
4950 West 79th Street
Burbank, lllinois 60459

Scan to
contact us! "

The
S

*M-F:10am - 6pm
« Sat: 10am - 4pm
7341 S Meade
Bedford Park, IL

Email: tom.p@thespotchicago.com or Call/Text: 708-634-8056

HELP WANTED

We are a Polish owned small business internet

retailer and parishioners.
Pay starts at $20/hr, PTO, 401K, Health
Full Time and Part Time Available!

« Picking and shipping orders from our eCommerce marketplaces:
Amazon, eBay, Walmart

- Creating new marketplace listings

« Learning SKU numbers and stock locations

- Shipment Deconsolidation
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clogged gutters
WALTER QUINLAN : + Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy Licensed - Bonded - Insured
FUNERAL DIRECTORS L o il FREE ESTIMATES
Walter (Pat) Quinlan, Director/Owner Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
Je M Quinan OW 708-4 earGuard=| 708.429.2424
708.425.3700 Since 1929 . Get it. And forget it.” Dave Manthei, Owner
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